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indecisive in result; there was one at Melrichstadt in Fran-
conia in August 1078, another at Flarchheim in Thuringia
at the beginning of 1080. Rudolf had an advantage in
the fighting qualities of the Saxon army, but this was
balanced by Henry's superiority in numbers. He was able,
too, to prevent Rudolf from establishing contact with his
supporters in South Germany. Here the chief fighting,
mainly of a desultory character, occurred in Suabia, where
Berthold and Welf owing to their ancestral domains had
greater resources than in their own duchies. In fact, the
Carinthian and most of the Bavarian nobility supported
Henry, and he could also count on regular military assistance
from the duke of Bohemia, Vratislav II, whose loyalty he
ultimately rewarded with the title of king ; the towns, especi-
ally in the Rhine district, also supplied their quota. More-
over, though he could gain no decisive military success, he
took politic steps to consolidate his position. The three rebel
dukes had been declared deposed, and, while keeping Bavaria
in his own hands, he made new appointments to Carinthia
and Suabia ; but, as he needed powerful dukes to assist him,
he had to depart from the old principle and give the duchies
to local counts. Carinthia he gave to Liutold of Eppenstein,
Suabia to Frederick of Staufen, to whom he married his
daughter Agnes, and thus founded the fortunes of the
Hohenstaufen family. Finally, in Saxony too he won a
great diplomatic success, just after the battle of Flarchheim,
by detaching the two leading nobles of East Saxony, duke
Magnus and margrave Egbert of Meissen, from their allegiance
to Rudolf. So the end was already in sight when the great
crisis of the year 1080 occurred.
During these three years both sides had looked to the Attitude of
Pope for recognition, Henry claiming it as the legitimatethe p°Pe
ruler, Rudolf as a consequence of the agreement made in
1076. Though neither suggested that the decision between
them lay with the Pope, this was now the claim that Gregory
advanced. Ever since the invitation to him to come to
Germany in 1076, there had floated before his eyes the vision
of himself as arbiter in the government of Germany; it had
become an obsession with him and was ultimately to lead
him to disaster. In the original idea he was to judge as to
Henry's fitness to rule, then between the rival claims of

